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In an interview published in the July 30 issue of El Mercurio, Air Force chief Gen. Fernando Matthei
said the armed forces would "not accept" attempts to prosecute state security agents for executions
and other violence committed in the 1973-78 period. His remarks were in response to a policy on
human rights abuses adopted by the 17-party opposition coalition that has nominated Christian
Democrat Patricio Aylwin for president in the December elections. Chile's next president will be
elected Dec. 14, and installed March 11, 1990. The coalition has said it will request the new congress
to abolish the 1978 amnesty legislation, and seek to set aside for one year the 10-year statute of
limitations on murder and other violent crimes to permit the reopening of investigations. Christian
Democrat Party president Andres Zaldivar said the intention was to clarify responsibility for the
killings and disappearances after the coup, and then to consider a new amnesty. Opposition leaders
talk of a three-stage process. First is to discover the truth of "the worst violations" through the
ordinary judicial process rather than through any type of special tribunal. The second stage would
be determining appropriate punishment for those violators, and the third would be consideration
of a pardon. Matthei asserted that the intention of the opposition was to reverse the amnesty
as it applied to the armed forces and not to political crimes committed by former supporters of
deposed President Salvador Allende. Matthei, who assumed command of the air force in 1978,
said that during the period covered by the amnesty Chile was living through "civil war in larva
form" and that by acting as they did the armed forces had prevented Chile from degenerating into
a situation like that of Peru or Colombia today. Given the military's position on the 1978 amnesty,
the opposition coalition has adopted a position on human rights that is probably intentionally
ambiguous. The position asserts that post-coup "truth" must be discovered, but it does not elaborate
on subsequent actions. In a recent statement, Msgr. Sergio Valech Aldunate, head of the Catholic
Church's Vicariate of Solidarity, said: "The first step...is to learn the truth. Without recognition of
the blame there can be no repentance, and without repentance there can be no reconciliation...For
Christians, the act of pardon comes from the heart. The Christian is always called to pardon by the
mandate of love." The Vicariate has documented in detail nearly 700 cases of people arrested by the
regime and presumed dead. Other human rights groups say there are reports of more than 1,500
disappeared. Some human rights workers, albeit lacking detailed proof, say they believe twice that
many people were killed. In addition, thousands of people have been arrested, tried in military
courts and jailed over the years for essentially political crimes. Many instances of beatings and
torture in custody have been documented. On Aug. 21, Interior Minister Carlos Caceres asserted
that the 1978 amnesty law must be accepted by the opposition since changing it would complicate
future reconstruction. He said that under no circumstances would the government open the doors to
reactivate hatreds that should have been put to rest by now. Caceres said Chileans must never forget
that the armed forces were called on to act in an emergency. "Thanks to them," he said, "we have
lived a process destined to overcome the profound injuries left by the social disaster" of 1970-73.
In an Aug. 23 speech marking his 17th anniversary as army commander, Gen. Augusto Pinochet
said that after leaving power in March 1990, the military will not accept "reprisals," and that the
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newly elected administration must accept him as army commander. According to Pinochet, the
improvement of relations between civilians and the military will depend "on the total acceptance"
of his demands. Pinochet also demanded the following: chiefs of the air force, navy and national
police must continue in their posts; continued enforcement of existing anti-terrorist legislation;
maintenance of the country's powerful military courts; and, authority by the military to organize
ranks. On Aug. 27, Gen. Pinochet reiterated the military commanders' position on the acceptable
for the future government. He said he would continue as army commander- in-chief "as long as
necessary." Pinochet said the civilian opposition coalition's intent to redefine the role of the armed
forces is misdirected. In addition to its "traditional" duties guarantors of national sovereignty and
defense against foreign aggression , said the general, modern conditions dictate that the armed
forces must also act as protectors of the nation's institutions. In any event, he added, legalizing a
modification in the military's role and responsibilities would require a vote by two-thirds of both
houses of the congress next year, a "very difficult" task. Pinochet reiterated his opposition against
any attempt to overturn the amnesty law and modify legislation on gun control, terrorism, state
security and military justice. On Aug. 29, Brig.Gen. Patricio Serre, Deputy Interior Minister, told
reporters that the military regime would govern, not only administrate, until the end. He was
responding to a recent statement by presidential candidate Aylwin, who said, "The regime does not
have the moral authority to legislate on important matters." Christian Democrat president Zaldivar
said plans to bring Chile's secret intelligence service (CNI) under the army would cause serious
damage to the army itself. The CNI, he said, must be dismantled and replaced with an agency that
lacks the attributes of a secret police specialized in repression and illegal detention. Zaldivar said
the new congress elected in December should consider the creation of a new national intelligence
agency minus a role in spying on and controlling domestic politics, and links to the armed forces. In
response, Defense Minister Vice Admiral Patricio Carvajal said he supported "without reservation"
the continuity of an agency such as the CNI, although "it could be necessary to change certain
activities." Carvajal dismissed conclusions by a special United Nations human rights investigator,
former Costa Rican Foreign Minister Fernando Volio, who said the CNI had been an instrument
used by the regime in depriving Chileans of basic human rights guarantees. According to Notimex,
unidentified unofficial sources have reported that CNI comprised of 6,000 civilians and 8,000 military
personnel will be transformed into a branch of the army after Pinochet leaves the presidency. (Basic
data from Notimex, 08/21/89, 08/29/89; AP, 08/23/89; Washington Post, 08/16/89; New York Times,
08/01/89)
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